
Sun Shines on Stirley Open Day  
The weather forecast for the weekend didn't
look good but miraculously the sun shone
down  on  Stirley  Community  Farm's  first
Open Day event.
Over  300  people  visited  the  farm  on
Sunday 4th September to tour the vegetable
beds,  see  the  dry  stone  walling
demonstration and have a go at knocking a
spud off the potato shy.
We had a wonderful  response to the kids
drawing competition which made choosing
a winner a difficult task for Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust CEO Rob Stoneman. We asked local
children  to  show  us  what  their  “fantasy
farm”  would  look  like,  set  against  the
backdrop of Castle Hill. Emily Thorpe, aged
8,  took  away  the  main  prize  of  a  digital
camera for her landscape. 
Hopefully  by  the  next  Open  Day  Stirley
Community Farm will be a few steps closer
towards being the fantasy farm we'd all like
it to become.

VEOLIA  funding    Creates  New
Opportunities for the Farm
From  1000  initial  applicants,  the  Stirley
Community  Farm  project  was  selected  to
receive  one  of  just  four  awards  from
VEOLIA  Environmental  Trust's  Cre8
Funding Challenge. 
Stirley  Community  Farm  is  the  largest
project  selected  to  take  part  in  the
challenge  and  will  receive  £300,000  of
funding from VEOLIA. 
These  funds  will  enable  us  to  begin
renovating  one  of  the  farm  buildings  to
create an education centre, where we hope
to  provide  a  space  for  a  wide  range  of
learning opportunities open to all members
of  the  community.  The  project  will  be
completed by trainees and apprentices from
the  local  area,  creating  jobs  and  offering
opportunities to develop new skills. 

Everybody  has  been  amazed  at  the
success we've had from the vegetable beds
at Stirley Farm. When they were first dug by
the Future Jobs Fund team in the January
cold it  was hard to imagine that the beds
would provide such volumes and variety of
delicious produce. 
This Autumn we will be starting work on the
Orchard  and  Forest  Garden  (see  events,
overleaf),  another  leap  forward  in  the
transformation  of  Stirley  Community  Farm
into a centre of learning for local food.Rob Stoneman with competition winner

Emily Thorpe
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Volunteering News

Trainees Find their Feet and Make their Mark
Through  the  Yorkshire  Wildlife  Trust's  trainee
programme,  Charlotte  Holgate  and  Sue  Brown
joined the project in June.
Since arriving they have been involved in cladding
the barn, hay making, public outreach projects and
planning the successful Open Day!
Sue  is  currently  using  her  welding  skills  to
fabricate a new door for the barn.
Charlotte has just got funding to run a craft-based
gardening project in local primary schools.

Tuesday Work Day
Every Tuesday,  10am – 4pm, is Volunteer Work
Day on Stirley Community Farm.
Rain or shine we always get a good turn out of
friendly,  enthusiastic  volunteers  who have  made
an incredible contribution and who will continue to
shape the project as it progresses.
Previous Work Day tasks have included fencing,
cladding the barn, clearance of farm buildings and
a variety of gardening tasks.

Gardening Club
Gardening  Club  runs  on  Thursday  evenings
between 5pm and 7pm.
As  the  nights  draw  in,  Gardening  Club  will  be
shutting up shop for the winter. The last gardening
club  will  be  on  29th September.  We  will  be
celebrating  the  hard  work  of  our  gardening
volunteers  with  soup  made from the  vegetables
that they have dedicated so much time to growing!
Gardening Club will start up again next Spring.

Autumn Events 
at Stirley Community Farm

Saturday 8th October, 10am – 12 noon: Soft
Fruit Cutting Gardening Event

! Learn how to plant cuttings of soft fruit
bushes.  Feel  free  to  bring  your  own
cuttings  along  to  plant  in  our  nursery
bed.

Saturday 22nd October, 10 am – 12 noon at
Newsome  Scout  Hall:  Growing  Newsome
Autumn Gathering

! We  will  be  carving  pumpkins  and
serving  soup  at  the  Scout  Hall  in
Newsome  before  walking  up  to  the
Stirley Veg Beds to harvest ingredients
to make your own soup at home.

Wednesday 26th October:  Half  Term Family
Fun Day
Feel free to join us for the morning or afternoon
activity, or both and bring a picnic!
Morning Activity, 10am – 12 noon: Put the Veg
to Bed 

! We  will  be  storing  vegetables  and
putting the vegetable garden to bed for
the winter

Afternoon Activity, 1pm – 3pm: Tree Planting 
! Plant  the  first  fruit  trees  in  our  new

orchard

Saturday  5th November,  10am  –  12  noon:
Plot Preparation Gardening Event

! Learn  how to  prepare  your  garden for
the growing year ahead


